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Glasgow population rejects Cairo ethic

GLASGOW: A CONFERENCE ON POPULA-
tion in Glasgow under the head People
Count, held last Saturday as a counter
to the Cairo conference, put forth the
notion that if poverty is controlled,
population would look after itself.

Three eminent speakers at the confer-
ence rejected the UN Cairo ethic as a
combination of claims without evi-
dence and called for population dis-
cussion to be based on human rights
and scientific facts.

_ Professor Khurshid Ahmad, a mem-
ber of Pakistan's Senate and a well
known cconomist, said that the agen-
da for population control was not
based on economic factors but a “cul-
tural imperialism to spread values of a
secular society. The language and the
methodology of population control
movements,” he said, “is based on pro-
paganda, not objective facts and scien-
tific arguments.” He condemned “sci-
entists who depart from facts and
indulge in hyperbole.”

Population projections showing the
so-called population explosion were,
he said, "all conjecture and not scien-

tifically supported.” Professor
Khurshid explained how all population
alarms had been false. Food supply,
per capita income and production had
always been ahead of population
growth so that there was “no justifica-
tion for any arbitrary movement for
population control."

Comparing the rapid growth rates
of many economies, Professor Ahmad
said that technological growth was
providing for human need and that
“this is the future, not the doomsday
scenario of population controllers,”

Robert Wellan, the UK Director of
the Committee on Population and the
Economy explained the difference
between family planning and popula-
tion control. “Family planning,” he
said, “was the decision by couples as
to how many children they would like
to have. Population control was a deci-
sion by governments as to how many
children families were allowed. Family
planning,” said Whelan, “increases
choice, population control takes its
away."

Whelan added that the green move-

ment and the population control lobby
were now closely linked and he made
a plea to “trust the parents and not the
governments, who are more likely to
make the right decision for themselves
and the planet.

Dr Bob Ryder, a consultant physi-
cian, described the evidence for the
effectiveness of Natural Family
Planning. Based on his British
Medical Journal survey of scientific
papers (18th September 1993), Dr
Ryder explained how the modemn ovu-
lation method was found to be almost
100 per cent effective in a study of
20,000 Indian women. These findings
were backed by the World Health
Organisation in a world-wide study
which showed that NFP could be usﬁd
by almost all women including thowe
who- were illiterate or without educa-
tion.

Dr Ryder concluded "It might be
argued that NFP being cheap effec-
tive, without side effects and accept-
able in areas of poverty may be the
family planning method of choice for
the third world."
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‘Leave population in
parents’ hands’ plea

DOOMSDAY predic-
tions of a popu-
lation explosion
were speedily def-
used at an inter-
national conference
in Glasgow.

Timed to coincide
with the Cairo Con-
ference, People
Count heard calls
for discussions to be
based on human
rights and scientific
fact.

Robert Whelan, of
the Committee on
Population and the
Economy, attacked
the Green movement
and its ‘people are
pollution’ agenda.

“The extent to
which we affect cli-
mate change s

negligible compared
to natural forces
over which we have
no control,” he said.

Control

Contrasting fam-
ily planning and
gopulanon control,

added: “Family
planmng is a deci-
sion by a couple as
to how many chil-
dren they would
like to have; popula-
tion control is a
decision by govern-
ments as to how

By Vincent Toal

many children a
couple should have.
“Family planning
increases choice,
population control
takes it away.,” -

He pleaded:
“Trust the parents -
not governments -
who are more likely
to make the right
decisions for them-
selves, and the
planet.”

Top economist
and Muslim scholar
Senator Professor
Khurshid Ahmad, of
Pakistan, urged co-

operation between
people who believed
in faith and human

fpio

He said the Cairo
agenda was based
on a “cultural impe-
rialism to spread
the values of secular
society”, and was
supported by propa-
ganda and not
objective argu-
ments.

Alarmist

Pointing out that
food supply was
always ahead of
gopnhtion growth,
¢ dismissed calls

for eontroh y

Instead he called
for a more just and
equitable distribu-
tion of resources, to
counter the present
reality where 82 per
cent of the world's
population lives off
18 per cent of its
resources,

To achieve pros-

perity, Prof Ahmad

humanity

needed a re-affirma-

tion of the spiritual

values of friendship

and co-operation
among peoples.

@l Cairo conference
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Population bomb is
efused in Glasgow

OPLE COUNT, an Inter-
national couference om
population and develop-

ment, 1ok place In Glasgow as
its Cziro equivalent came to a
close. Timed to colncide with
the UN Conference, partici-
pants heard three cminent
speakers

as u combination of claims
without evidence and call for
mhlion discussions to be

on buman rights sod sci-
eatific fact.

Senator Professor Khurshid
Ahmad, from Pakistan said that
‘the sanctity of human life is a
primary value which must be
respected.’ The Cairo 'crusade
agsinst births' bad Bighlighted
the need for on wmong
fike minded people who believed
in faiit and human dignity,

A world renowned economist snd
Muslim scholas, Ahmad said that
the population coatrol agenda
‘has never been based oa eco-
pomic factors but on a cultural
imperialism 1o spread the values
of secular society.

"The language and reethodology of
the population control movement
is based on propagands ot

objective facts and scientific,

argumests.” He pope-
latioa scientists who *depant from
[t toy indulge i hyporhiobe” © =

Population prajechions sbowing
1 sa-vabled “popelasion esplo-
sipa" were, he said, “all conjee-
ture and mot scleatifically
suppored.” He nosed that demog-
ruphy was a soclal scicoce so that
it was impossidle 1o make fore.
casts for more than a decade it
the fusure,

Ahmad showed how ¢! ~oulation  will Lurgely take care of isell’ which we bave oo control.’
alarms bad beea fal*r, +-od sup-  To achieve prosperity humanity « He cited scientific evidence show-
ply’ﬂmptvw 4 peo-  needed a re-affirmation of the lﬁcl‘h:xnmrﬂmm such as
Goction had always "~ ahcad of  spiritaal values of friendship and e uupuom or sun spol
population gor ol i wat there co-operation among peoples. ty bave far more effect on
mm)mu! 80 ° wy wbi-  Robert Whelan, the Disector (UK) nmspmmmhumm
tracy movemert fu  .pulatioa’  of the Commintes oo of cans ! and that receat
coetrol. Man comes 00k only with  and the Ecopomy the s&lm:dn no evidence
a mouth to feed bul bands 10, difference between family plan-  for vnmin;. e
work and a brain 10 think and  ping and latioa control te this, ‘green arguments
provide for the world,’ he added, *Famnil plm&ndeddwby are belag ted w will
Comp.:nn;lbcmdpwmnm 2 2s 10 how muay children mumuamm
of many economics, Ahmad they woeld like » populs- . of liviag.' '
Whelan noted that, throughoat his-
tory, couples have always had
WORLD only the number of chikdren
could sepport aid be coded
ABORT'ON a plea to “trust the parents, not
who ase more like-
POLICIES . Enwmwgm‘s«
* themuelves, and the planet.’
it descriod the ovidanne &
) Caan, evidence for
¥ . hﬂ' '%'(NFP')“EM‘ l"
o P 3 oa bis,
132 pormit abortion with resirictions ooy, famous, British Medical
41 pormit sbortion wilthout restrictions ‘Jougnal survey: of scieptific!
. dez explained how the
! Method was
shown to be almost 100% cffec-
Boroy. Urmed hrovem tive in a study of 20,000 Indian
———— —— - WOIDER., 1
that technological growth was  tion control is a decision by gov- ~ These findings were backed by
provided for b oeeds and  eraments _as to, how. Yo the WHOQ e, d e,
M%hhhﬁ:nﬂt ldm;;acouplcllonld ‘. study which found thyt
scenario of po %} nersases; i ')J.\‘-.»" )
M.m’ P % be Comiror La e o won s
The' reason for lative control It awgy et e are umm DP‘& thout” edbias
was “conteol of resources by vest mm;:aﬁ::nm&m'm ) might be
4 interests not toestad-  ment population control ldded' Inuql
lish o just and equitable woeld.”  lobby were now closely linked. natural huul plaani
Ahmd said that 82% of the g the Green' that’ cheap. “effective, M&
wosld's lived  “people are poliution” be said dhar’ wcepnbls
on 18% of its resources. The  “the extent to which we effect'cli- may bel lln
answer, therefore, was to ‘look  mate change is negligible com- lx p nn ncthod o(
after tbe poverty and popolstion  pared to matural forces over




