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Islam and the challenge

A major challenge confronts the
world of Islam: the challenge of chal-
. lenge of reconstructing its economy in

i-a way tha

t is commensurate with its. -

~: world role; ideological, political and
“-economical. What does this demand:

. ‘économic development with a view to

Stcatch up’ with the industrialised
. «countries of the West, Capitalist or
.~ Secialist, according to one‘s inclina-
tion and sympathy, or politico econo-
. mic dependence? Or does it demand -
total socio economic reconstruction in
- the light of a basically different mnodel,
:* ‘with its own set of assumptions, ideals
and growthpaths, something that
. would .be unique and value specific?

- .The” Muslim countries
suffer from -widespread
economic - under develop-
ment,-i.e. non-utilisation
and or under-utilisation of
human and physical re-
sources withconsequentpo-

‘verty, stagnation and ba-..

ckwardness. Byen those
:countries.  which are
resource-rich the state of
their ' ‘economies remains
‘predominantly - under de-

“veloped.” There “are gross

structural deformities wit-
hin _the" economies of the’
‘Muslim- countries. Whate-:

ver. development is taking -

‘place is contributting inter
alia, to the aggravation of

these deformities. Most of .

the Muslim countries have ..

been unable to internalise
the engine of growth.

There economies are de- -

pendent on' the Western
countries in a number of

ways. - for the import of *

foodstuffs, manufactured

goods technology, etc on”

the: one-hand for the ex-
port of their primary pro-
‘tducts:on the other.

. The paradoxof the Mus-
lim - world is that itis
‘resource-rich but economi-
‘¢ally ‘poor and weak. De-
velopment planning has
bééh'introduced in a num-
ber-‘of Muslim countries.-
In some, jthe art is now at
“a“fairly, advanced level.

Nigeria,: “Egypt, - .Syria, .

Algeriay, Iran, . Pakistan,
Malaysia, Indonesia_ gre

“8oing of. tHe instances in it

view. But in almost all the-
se’ countrigs development

“effort is modelled after. -

inspiration " “.worth
-name from Islam and tried

the prototypes of growth .

- developed by of the Wes-

tern theorists and practi-
tioners of planning and "-
sold” to the planners in the
Muslim countries via in-
ternational .  diplomacy,
economic . pressurisation, , .
intellectual - mobilisation
and a number .of other
overt and covert means.

" Whatever be the source of .

inspiration-the Capitalist
economies of the West or
the Socialist models of
Russia and China.’ no ef-:-
fort worth the npame seems
to have been made to re-
think the basic issues of
development economies in
the light of the ideals and ,
values of lslam and its
world strategy.

Lip Service.

How does this policy -
and the actual. develop- *
ments stand in relation to
Islam? It would correct to
say that developmental
policies have been more or
less, Islam neutral As

against this unfortunate

fact it is our submission
that as far as Islam is con-
cerned, it cannot be neu- .
tral vis-avis economic de-
velopment. But there is no
evidence to support that *
generally speaking the po-
licy’ makers derived any
the

to translate its economic
ideal into development po- .
licies, some., liprservice

here snd there not wWiths<:.

tanding. _Actual ; policies
have. had no or littlé rela-
tion to lslam with the re-

f;:economic'develop ment -
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sult that the economies of
the Muslim world have fai-
led to be transformed to-

wards Islam and the de-
formities and iniquities in-

herited from the colonial
period and beyend have
been generally aggra-
vated. Muslim thinkers
heve criticised this state of
affairs and have empha-
sised that Islam should be
the main inspiration in
their = development thin-
king.

The primary task of any
theory ‘of development is
to examine and explain the
nature of the processes of

" development: and factors
responsible for it to identi- -

fy and analyse. principal

obstacles to development -

in a give situation and to
try to prescribe the most
obstacles- ' and  achieve
various

emphasised that such an

" value
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light,-- make  them cons-
cious and explicit and per-
mit them to determine the
view-points  the  ap-
proaches and the concepts
used. In the practical pha-
ses of a study the stated
premises should
then together with the da-
talished by theoritical ana-
lysis with the utilisation of
those same value premises
from the premises for all
policy conclusions.:

MAJOR ~

 CONTRIBUTION

‘dimensions - of ' -
" economic development. ~ *
It can hardly be over-

effort must be made with- -
academis regour and scho- - .

larly detachment. No-
netheless, it would be idle
to assume that this theori-

sing can take place in the

climate of so called positi-

" vistic objectivity and of

complete value-neutrality.
Most of the economic thin-
king that maquerades as
value neutral turns out on

" closer scrutiny, to be ot-

herwise. The resulft of this

approach, however is that

its value - assumptions re-
main apparently hidden.
They remain implicit, and
as such are not susceptible
to evaluation is an ordi-
nary way. )
This state of affairs’is

" highly “objectionable. We.

agree with Myrdal that ef-
fort to run away from the
valuation are mis-directed
and foredoomed to be
fruitless and * damaging
and that the only way in
whith _we. ¢an, strive. for

objectivity _in . theoritical

analysis is to lift up- the
valuations into the full

A major contribution of
Islam lies in making hu-
man life and effort purpo-
sive and value oriented.
The transformation it

seeks to bring about in hu-

man attitudes and _pari
passu in that of the social
sciences is to move them
from a stance of pseudo
valueneutrality towards

open and manifest value '

commitment  and value
fulfilment. As such the
first premise which we

want to emphasise is that

.- economic development in

an Islamic framework as
also Islamic development
economics are rooted in

. the value pattern embo-

died in the Quran and Sun-

nah. This is our basic fra- -

me of reference.

Qur second premise is
that this approach clearly
rules out a strategy of
imitation. The Capitalist,
and the Socialist models
cannot be adopted as our
ideal types although we

would like to avail oursel- -

ves of all those experiences
of mankind’which can be
gainfully assimilated and
integrated  within  the
Islamic framework and
can serve our bwn purpose
without in any way im-
pairing our values and
norms.

Sisde Ser g

" But we must reject the .

__archtypes: of capitalism

B

and so¢ialism. Both these

* models of development are

imcompatible with our vi

lue system. Both are e

ploitative and unjust an

fail to treat man as mai
as God's vicegerent (Khal
~fah). on earth. Both hav

been unable to meet o

their own realms the bas!

economic, social, politici
and moral challenges ¢
our time and the re:
: needs of a humane socit
tyand a just econom

Both are irrelevant to ou

situation not merely by

cause of the difference i

ideological and moral att

tudes and in socio politici
- framework but also for
host of more mundane an
economic reasons, like di:
ferences in relative r
sources bases, changed it
" ternational economic. s

tuations bench mark di
- ferences in the levels (

the respective economie
- socio economic costs of di

velopment and above a
- for the fundamental fa(

that the crucial develo)

., mental strategy of bot

the system industrialis:
. tion primarily throug
-+ maximisation of investib
surplus is not suited to tt
conditions of the Muslii
v - world and the demanc
of the Islamic soci
ideals.

Development economi
is  presently  passin
through- a period of cris
and re - evaluation. It
coming under attack froi
a number of directions. A
increasing number
economists and plannel
are becoming sceptic
about the whole approac
of contemporary develo)
ment economics. There a1
others who consider t}
application of a theory bi
sed on Western experient
to a different socio econi
mic situation, as is bein
done in the less develope
countries  inapproprial
and even”injurious to th
prospgcts of deyelopmen
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TTheresare others who -are S ed - of grg\x-th sonie~be-

¢eritical of - the: tools of the
instrument$ ‘of . develop-
ment planning and regard
the alleged sophistications
and  mathematical re-
_imements as; pseudo
scientific in as much as
they:contain elements of
simplication, . abstraction
and even falsification.

There .are_stitl some ot-=

hers who are be coming di-

'senchanted with the very -

¢ cause of ]ts socio economic

and ecological costs and ot~

hers because they have be- ~
‘gun to see the limits of

growth.

In the light of this and
other . considerations, it
can be suggested that the
state of development
economics today is,not-a
very healthy one.

central ideas of develop-

We '
therefore suggest that the
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ment economics and its
suggested remedies deser-
ve to be re examined. A
much more critical ap-
proach deserves to be
adopted towards the pa-
naceas that have been sold
to the Muslim countries.
The above submission
spells out some of the ne-
gative aspects of our ap-
proach, that is what an Is-
lamic approach to develop-
ment should not be. On the
positive side we submit
that our approach should
be ideological and value
oriented. In development
economics, as in economics
or in any branch of human
activity, there is an area
which deals with tech-
nological relationships.:
But such technological re-
lationship per se are not
the be all and end all of a~
social discipline.
Technological
tionships ‘are
and they should be decided ,

rela-

according to their own ru-
paes

important
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les. But technological deci-
sions are made in the con-
text of value relations. Our
effort is to weld these two
areas and to make our va-
lues explicit and to assign
to them the role of effec-
tive guide and controller
for the entire system. This
means that as against an
imitative stance our ap-
proach must be original
and creatiye. It is only
through a through unders-
tanding of the social ideals
and value of the Quran
and Sunnah and realistic
assessment of our socio
economic situation re-
sources, problems and
constraints that we can
adopt a creative and in-
novative strategy  for
change. As such, pur dp-

proach would be ideologi-

cal s well as empirical,

that ideals and values can

be trimmed to suit the ex-

igencies of the situation
but pragmatic in the sense

that ideals values are to be

translated into realite in a
practical - and realistic
way, .

Islam stands for effort.
struggle, movement and
reconstruction elements of
social change, ‘It is not
merely a set of beliefs. It
also provide a definite
outlook on life and a
programme for action, in a
word, a comprehensive
‘millieu for social recons-

truction. We would, there-

fore, conclude this section

by submitting some basic.

propositions. -about the
dynamics of - social change
as they reveal themselves
by reflection on the Quran
and Sunnah. They also
provide some indicators

- for goals of socio economic .

policy.

(a) Soéial change is nota .

result of totally predeter-
mined )lismrical forces.
The existence of a number

of obstacles and cons- -

traints is a fact of life and
history, but man is not
subject to any historical
determinism. Change has

to be planned and
enfineered. And  this
change should * be
purposive-that is, sus-

tained movement towards
. the-norm or the ideal.

(b) Change consists of

al. " some
and some what pragmatic ~
pragmatic not in the sense

envxromental change and
change within the heart

" and soul of man-his atti-

tudes, his motivation, his

" commitment, his resolve

to mobilise all that is whit-
hin him and around him

" for the fulfilment of hls

objectives. T
(c) Man is the most ac-

" tive agent for change. All

other forces have been su-
bordinated to thim in his |
capacity as God's vi-
cegerent (Khalifah). Wit
hin the framework of the
divine arrangement for
this universe and its laws,
it is manhimself who is res-
ponsible for making or
marring his destiny. |

(d) Life consists of a
network of inter-
relationships. Change
means some disruption in
relationships so-
mewhere. As such there is

_ & danger of change beco-

ming an instrument of di-
sequilibrium_within man
and in society. Islamically
oricnted “social change
would aim at least friction

-and  disequilibria, and

planned and coordinated
movement from one state
of equilibrium to a higher

" one, or from a stage of di-

sequilibrium towards
equilibrium. As such,
change has to be balanced
and gradual and evolutio-
nary. Innovation is tp be
couple with integratig). It
is this unique Islamic ap-

. proach which leads:to re-

volutionary changes
through an evolutionary
trajectory.

These are some of the

_major elements of healthy -

social change through
which Islam wants man
and society to move from
one height to another. The
task before the Islamic
leadership, intellectual as
well as politico economic,
is clearly to formulate the
objectives and strategy of
change along with the
ways of achieving it also to
establish institutiona and
inaugurate processes
through which these poli-
cies could be actually i xmp-
lemented,

Now we would like to
elaborate on some of the
essential elements of the
Islamic concept of develop-
ment. ;
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weordlngto the current li-*":
terature 91! dtvelopment.
consists “of " ‘series..of
~pconomig - activities cau-
#-3ing an-inincrease in the

\,,aVerage worker, and also -
i reaee in the ratio of

., tion™ It s lool(ed upon as a

dynamic process involving

“structural change which
praduce, a significant and

..sustrained.
< Afizthe porforman °0f the -

economy, actual as well as.
- potential, measured usual-
ly in real per capita terms,

,-and which is spread over a
“fairly long period of time. ,
Its substance lies in enab-

ling people meaningfully

Eeonomxc developmeht, =

productnrlty of.the econo- .
Zumi asia -whole and of the -

“total ‘popula--

1mprovemeut‘

* The philesophic founda-
tions of the Islamic ap-
proach to development dis-
* cussed by us in detail el-
sewhere. are ag follows:

~ 1, Tayhid (God's. unity
and sovereighnty). This
lnye down the rulesof God
man and man-man rela-
““tionship.

2, Rubublyyah (vame
arrangements for nourish-
ment, sustenance and
directing things towards
their perfection). This is
the fundamental law of
the universe which throvzp
* light on the divine model
for the useful development
of resources’and their mu-
tual support and sharing.
It is in the context of this
. divine arrangement . that
human efforts take place.

3. Khaht‘ah (man's role

" Ial‘ﬂhh deeply coneer-'
“ned” with the problem of
¢#conomic’
“but, treats-this -as an im-
ig,)urtant part of ‘a-wider
‘problem, that of total hu-
sman development. The pri-
wiary functions of Islam is
<“guide human develop-

nt on correct lines and -

1, the right direction. It

sl with all aspects of .

fiomic development but
nlwaya in the.frame work
of :total human develop-
mont and  never in a form
dlvorcedfrom this perspec-
'hvB.Thls is why the focus,
- even‘in"the economic sec-
w:, i8"on human develop-
.-.ment with the result that

an integrated and
k 1vlmble . element - of
moral and socio economic
‘development of human
* society

‘development,.

womic development re-

. the respolmbllltlea ohnan
as guch, of a Muslim; and
<. of the Mualun ‘ammabh as
_the mpomory “of 4 this

Khalifah. F?o,m the* fol-
“lows the unique’ ”Iqlnme
concept ‘of man‘. trustees-
hip, moral, polxtlcal and
economic, and - the " prin-
ciples of social organisa-
-tion,

. 4, Taskiyah (punf‘ ica-
tion plus growth). The
mission of all the prophets

of God was to perform the
" tazkiyah of man in all his
" relationship - with God,

‘with man with natural en-
vironment, and with the
society and state,

We would submit that
the Islamic concept of de-
velopment is to be derived
from its concept of ta-
zkiyah, as it addresses it-
self to the problem of hu-

“man development in all its
dimensions and is concer-

By
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“ned’ with growth and ex-

pansion tnwarda perfec-
tion through purification
of attitudes and "rela-
tionships. - The result of
tazkiyah is falah prosperi-

. ty in this world and the

hereafter

In the . llght of thesa‘

foundatxonal principles,
different «elements; of the
concept of development

can be derived. We would *~
submit the following asits

essential features:

(a) Islamic concept of
development in . com-
prehensive in character
and includes moral, spiri-
tual and aspects. Develop-
ment becomes a goal-and
value-oriented activity, de-
voted to the optimisation
of human well-being in all
these dimensions. © The
moral ‘and the material,
the economic and the so-
cial the spiritual and the
physical are inseparable.
It is not merely welfare in
this world that is the ob-
Jective, it is also the wel-
fare that Islam seeka to ex-
tend to the life here after-
and there is no conflict

between the two. This di-

mension is missing in the
contemporary concept of
development.

(b) The focus for de-
velopmental effort and the
heart of the development
process is man. Develop-
ment, therefore, means de-
velopment of man and his

_ physical and socio cultural

environment. Ilccordmg to

i the contempomy concept,
it “is

the  physical
environment-natural and
institutional-that provides
the real area for develop-

_mental activities. Islam in- .

sists hhat the area. of
operation relates to man,
within" and ‘without. - As

such, human attitudes, in- -

centives, tastes and. as-
pirations are as much poli-
cy variables ag physical re-
sources, ' capital, -labour,
education, ‘gkill,” orgartisa-

‘tion, ete. Thus, on the one

hand, Islam shifts the fo-
cus of effort from the
physical . environment to

.- man in his social setting

and on the other, enlarges

- the scope of development

policy, with the ' co-
consequent enlargement
of the number of tuget

‘and instrument variables

in any model of the econo-
my. Another eonsequenee
of this shift in emphasis
would be that maximum

" participation of the people

at all levels of decision-
making and plan imple-
mentation would bé ltl
pulated.

"(c) 'Economic develop-
ment is * a  multi-
dimensional activity, more
80 -in an. Jplamic fra-
mewoork. . As efforts
would have to be made of
direction, the methodology

" of isolating one key fac-

tory and almost exclusive
concentration on
would be theroretically
untenable. Islam seeks to
establish balance be tween
the different factors and
forces. ¢

(d) Economic develop-
ment involves a number of
changes, quantitative, In-
volvement with. the quan-

__ titative, justified and ne-
cessary in its own right; :

has unately-led to the neg-
lect of the qualitative as-

pects -of' development - in
* » particular dnd of life-in'ge- -
“neral. Islam would try'to -

rectify this imbalance.

."(e) 'Among the dynamic
priciples of social life, Is-
lam had particularly emp-

that .
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. hasised - two, First, the
‘optimal utilaisation of re-

zources that God had en-
dowed ‘to man and his

 physical environment and,

secondly, their' equitable

-use and distribution.and

promotion of all human re-
lationships on the basis of

- ‘Right and Justice. Islam

commends the value’ of
shukr - (thankfulness 7 to
God by availing oneself of
his blessings) and ‘adl (jus-
tice) and condemns the

--disvalues of kufr (denial of
- God -and His- blessings)
“and zulm ‘(injustices). In

the light of this analysis,
development process in
“mobilised and activated
through shukr and ‘adl
ana. 18 disrupted and dis-
_torted by kufr and zulm

- "This u buxully “dif-

ferent from the approach
_of those who look™ upon
productxon and dmtnbu-
., tion in an either or rela-
txonalnp with the develop-
ment process and:is a
much wider- and more

“dynamic concept than that
* of "the role ‘of production

and _distribution in  de-

_velopment. The develop-

ment effort, in an Islamic
frame -work, is directed
towards the development
of a Ged-conscious human
being, a balanced perso-
nality committed to’ and
capable of acting as the
wittness of Truth to man-
kind.

- We may, therefore, sub-
mit that in an Islamic
framework economic de-
velopment ’is ~ a° goal-
oriented and  value-
realising activity, ~invol-
ving a confident and all-
pervading participation of
man and directed towards
the maximisationofhuman

-_well being in all its aspects

and building the strength
‘of the ummah so as ‘to
discharge in the world its
‘role as Gods' vicegerent on
_'earth and as the midmost
" people’, _Deyelopment
. would  mean . moral,, apixi-
tu,;l and materip} deyelop-
ment of the ipty lea-
ding .to- maximufn socio

“ economic welfare and the

ultimate good  of man-
kind." st



