KASHMIR AT THE UN AND BEYOND-II

DAWN

28 November 1994

PROF. KHURSHID AHMAD

profkhurshidahmad.com all rights reserved



P S——

:

Kashmir at the UN & bevond-II

Some lessons for
the future

By Senator Prof Khurshid Ahmad

THE resolution was weak
and 1cothnless: it only tried
to bring some pressuarc on
Inndia To come up for
senuine dialogue and also
to invoke the UN good
offices 1o make this possi-
ble.

It did mot mentzon the gruesome
buman rights situation in lndin and
the bDrutal wse o©f sState-terror
machine against civilian popula-
sion engaged in a political move-
ment. There was no mention of ear-
lier UN resolutions and the
Kashmiri people’™ right of self-
determinarion. I3 did moz reflece
cven the basic position of Pakistan
omn this isswse. That i< why Pakistan
was not a sponsor of the resaluzion,
which was to bo co-sponsored_bg
seven OIC countries with a vicw
just to reactivating the isswue az the
TN Levell N .

India mobilised all ics d3plamatic
ssrength o defcoar this mowe.
Indian Deputy Foreign Minister
called sone 22 OIC ambassadors in
Peihi to dissuvade them fromm suap-
Pporting the resolution. Indian mis-
sions abooad ame active in all
the capitals of the world. High-prow-
cred deloegations were scont to
iIMmposTont counirics. To take an
instance, Canada was visited by
thrce Indian Cabiner Ministers
within a shor? span of three weeks.
A highly eificient and powerful
deloegation was active ar the UNL

Despite all rthese <offorzs, this
fime the support for the OIC move
was - much greater than whar was
witmessed at Gemeva. Majority of
the OIC countries and a number of
non-Maslins countrices had prosn-
ised rto vote in favour of the resolu-
23om. The real thireat to the roesolu-
Tiom was the possibility of abszen-
tion by & majority of the countries
=l also froon she alternate
stratexy of India to bLriang a —“No
Action Mozion™ 1o make the resaolu-
sion unoperational. The fight was
secry <closce. it was my objecrive
assessment thaz if the resolution
wWas IO come o vore, it could have
been carried by a foew votes. The
Covermnmens: of Pakistan, bowever.
was wunder very hoavy pacssurce
fram the US and Eurape. Some of
the Muslizn countricex also Jdis-o
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»layed a Jukewarm approach
despire their suppoar: of the carlicr
OIC resoliution in Scpremibrer, 1994,

In the mids: of an inrensive
psschological war, those at the
helm of the Foreign Office, and the
Fresident and the Prime Minister,
an their advice, succumbect to this
pressure. Nawabecada Nassuliah
Khan and myself were firm 181l the
last moment. Senatosr Shafqgar
Mahmood was also very positive zill
the Iast moment. In our view, the
chances of success of the resciation
were suarginally greater. Buar swhas
is MOrc Smportant, iT Was Iy Cornsi-
deved opinion that the real issueo
s Ot ognve more resolution ar the
UN. The real issue was the display
of our determination and resoive 1o
stand by the Kashmiri people and
thecir heroic struzglie.

Even thie defoat of the resolurion
would have cnhanced ocur mworal
poxition and cxposced those who
talk of human righss and pcople’s
rmghts 1o sclf-determination, bus
when it comes to raking position orn
real issuves, they turn out to be no
beter than pawns in the game of
world politics. Whaz: pains me is
thar even the Gavernment of Pakis-
tanm failed ro show that resolve
which is expected of iz,

The Kashmir issue hasxs been
broaght on world agenda Ly tle
strugile of the Kashmiri people
and 1t would be decided fedha™ Allak
iz the savects of Jammu and
Kashmmar. Kashamir, as Tihre
FHoaonooriss {London) surmised, ix no
Jonmger ruled by India, it is only con-
trolled by it. Even The Times of India
(May 6. 31992: Repor: by P. Bid.
wani) confessed “thar New Delhi's
writ no Jongesr ruos in the vallew
despite its overwhelming militars
presence™. The future of K.-shmjr
would be decidcd by the T od

the purpose of active political
ciffort at cthese platforms is 0
mobilise world opinion, ex&rt comn-
tinuaas proessurce on India and show
| our resolve and commitment to the
cause, whatever be the price. Half
way exercises do not serve thoe
pose. It is unfortunate tha: the gov-
ernument and 1its forcign office have

failed o clearly understand she
real purpase of political effort and
lobbying at intermational plas.
forms. Mobilisation of world opin-
jon, particularly in'a climate thas
has totally changed in the Light of
the disappearance of cold war poli.
tics, s a challenging task. Iz calls
for long-term planning and a con-
sinwous and ceasscless cffor:. It is
not @ one-shor operation.

Fakisran®s foreipn policy Iacks
direction as we=ll as pruden:t and
efficien: managemen:. When I
tried to contacet Fakistan missions
in different capizals 4 was
astonisheoed to find thar we had oo
ambassadors i Canada mrrcd
Malaysia. Sudan has been withour
an ambassador for the lastr threo
years. Even where we have a mis-
sson, its contact with the polizical
lcadcership of the couniry is often
very weak. There are no Proper ancd
regular bricfings on Kashmir issuc.
Even the deloegation at the UN was
mos fully involved in decision-malk-
ing. The govermumont was being fed
with adwvice by the Foreign Office
bBased mzore om its biasex cthan on
facts. The BOVEernmernt was more
concernced withh domestic political
moods and reactions and lacked o
clear straregic perception of cer-
rain political initiatives and their
credidilisy failowss.

The eleven dayvs thaz [ spenzs ax
the UN have left me with the impre-
ssion thar while mome of our
younger ddiplomats hawve greater
commiitment and boetter perception
of what is 2o be dome and whaszt is
expectod of certain moves, the
leadership at the Foreign Office
lives in a make-belicve world of its
own. Let me conclude by drawing a
few lessonx for she future:

1. The issue of the furture of.
Jammu and Xashmir is 2 matter of
life and dcecath for bozh, the
of Jammu and Kashmmir and the

people of Pakisran The defence of

Kashmir and not in the chambers of
the UN. The government and the
people of Pakistan must show comn-
plete solidarity with the national
resistance mosverment in Xeshimiar
and extend all possible suppost to
it. Thac is the real answer. Thaz is
the only ssirazegy in consonance
with the iorerests and aspirations
of the peoples of Koashmir and
Paksssamn.

Success or defoat at an interne-
tional forum is not the real issue —

J= = and Kashonir is the defonce
of Fakistan and the loss of Jamemu
and Kashmir, Cod forbid, would be
fatal to Pakistan. As such, there is
need for a clear, wellthoughs our
osazional policy on Kashmir. Short
and long period strategics have o
be formulated in the light of this
pohcy. A battle won or a Laztie Joss
ix meaninglesx; the strarogy is to
win the war and o fight unwaver-
ingly till thie war s wos,

The real struggle is in the
strects of Jamma and Kashmir. The
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The support for the
OIC move was gre-
ater this time than
what was witnessed
at Geneva. But the
real threat was pos-
sible majority’
abstention and
India’s ‘“‘no action:
motion™ sirategy to
make the resolution
unoperational.

Rovernment and the people of
Pakistan mast commit thomsclives
unreservedly to all pos=ible suap-
port for this szruggle. It is 3 gquces-
tiaon of owur cexistence =nd our
furture. Appeasement of this or thar
Prower would be a recipe for disas-
ter. Mutual wranglings by polirscal
Pparties would harmm the causc.
Despite past failures national con-
sensus on Kazxhmir is the need of
the hour.

3. CThanged world conditions
underscore the need for & reformo-
Iation of our foreign policy
prioritics and desclopment of noew
iniriative to win fricnds and reduce
sIrains, tensions and animasitsces,

<. Mobilisation of cffective dip-
lomsatic suppor: for the cause of
Kashmisr is & target for which we
will have towork 365 days a year. It
is mot a part-time affair. Our Jdip-
lomartic and economic policices have
1o Do goaredd o this prioritv-issuc,
which calls for a multi-dimensional
cffores tn all scasons, and all direc-
Thoms.

5. The swccess of our <fforzs
Towards tThe solurtion of the
Kaszhmir problem depend wvery
mruch on our seccess in setting car
own bouse in order, politically,
cconamically and idcoologicalls.
Folitics of confrontation and agizta.
tians has odwerscly affected, not
onky the .peolitical and economsic
Processes in the country, they have
also affecrod oTr croedibalizw
abroad.

(Concluded)
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