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There are two
major dimensions
to the Kashmir problem
which deserve to be considered.
First, are the massive and wanton
uolat.:m:ns of human rights by the
Indian occupation forces. Kashmir
today is omne of the bleeding sores on
the face of the human race. While the
agony and sufferings of the Kashmiri
people are now being increasingly
acknowledged, the world opinion has
failed to exert enough pressure on
India to stop the heinous viola-
tions of human rights...

the United Nations and to the world community at large. It is
this Indian colonial intransigence that lies at the root of the
Kashumir probhlem.

The people of Kashmir on the other hand have newver ac-
cepted Indian hegemony as legitimate and de jure. They had
never lost any opportunity to articulatve their feelings, despite
the terror-machine under windich they have languished throuwgh-
out these forty-six yvears. They even refused o accept the Indian
standard tirme as a symnbol (:f their solidarity with Pakistan.

There is enough evidence to shosy that there was a collusion
between the British and the Indians on the eve of Partition. Of-
ficial paprers of Radcliffe Asward, now open to inspection, con-
clusively show that it was a political decision to provide India
access w Kashmir for playing a role vis-a-vis China and Russia.
Alastair Lamb in one of his recent papers that Indian forces
had reached Hashmir mot on Oct 27, 1947 but onn Oct 26, the
day the maharajah wrote his inditial letter. It was a day before the
alleged instrument of accession was accepted. |

India is making effornt for total political |nl;egrat.10n af the
stave of Jarmmmu and Kashomir imto Indian systerm: amnd holdimg it in
that position by force through central rule. Whenever there has
been possibility of a major dissent there was direct urte:rﬁ-ﬂent:cn
forrm Dwelhia.

There also has been an economic mmugaﬂon creating de-
pend.-ence of the Valley on India in such a manner that the Kash-
miiris could mever moswse towands :s-elf-rella.ru:e. Theeir I:ra.d:.u.cnal

change in the Valley; it is not merely a BIFP plan. In 1942, the
Muslitn population was 80 per cent. In 1971, it was reduced to
67 per cent. The 1981 census reprorted it at 53 per cemnt.

Furthermmore, here has been a cultural invasion of Kashmmir
through Hindua mythology in education, art, literature, enter-
tainment and in cultural life. A S}mlnauc plan has been in op-
eration for the de-Islamisation of the population.

Presently, there are two major dimensjons to the Hashmmir
problem which deserve to be considered. First, is the massive
and wanuon violations of the human rights by the Indian oocu-

pation forces. Kashmir today is one of the bleeding sores on the
fa.ce of the human race. While the agony and sufferings of the

people are now being increasingly acknowledged, the
world opinion has failed o exert enough pressure on bndia o
stop the heinous violations of human rights its forces are come-
mitting on a mass scale, spread over such a long period. This is
the first and the most pressing aspect and it is time all countries
of the world particularly the Muslirm world use their diplomatic
and economic pressure on India to bring to an omnomediate end
the reign of state terror and restore civil and political liberties
of the people of Jamumua and Kashrmir

While this aspect is urgent, this cannot in itself lead to the
final resolution of the dispute. The heart of the problem is Kash-
miiri peoples” right to self-determination. There cannot e a sub-
stitute Lo that The » moral and political basis of their strugg-
gle is the unfinished agenda of Partition. The only peaceful
solution to this problem lies through holding a free and fairc
plebiscite under international auspices, giving to the people of
the state of Jamunu and Kashmir an opportunity to decide their
future in accordance with the LN rescoluticns.

There is now an increasing realisation that India has lost
Kashmir. A leading Indian intellectual, Khushwant Singlh, swrit-
ing in an Indian nmewspaper as recently as the last week of
MNowvember 1993 admits:

“Our part of Kashamir has had many elections and many chief
ministers. Nomne of the elections were as free and fair as we kknaow
in our other states. Conseguently, mone of the chief ministers
could be described as popular rulers. They were chosen un Delha
and when found inconvenient, summarily dismissed and the
state put under governor’s ruled. People wiho have visited beauty
spots in the Valley of the Jhelum or hawve Kashomir Muasliom friends
will bear me out that right from the beginning they were reluc-
tant to admit they were Ind:l.an_s Though they carried Indiamn

rts, they referred to us as “you Indians™ and o themsebhres
As W I-{as weme Though undoubtedly exaggerabed L Ccamnolt
e denied that hwman rights hawve been in wviolated. INot
many people put faith in the Human Rights Comuanission recerl.tly
set up by our govermamnent. ... Face the facts sgquarely. One fact is
that we have totally forfeited the sympathies of Kashmiri Mus-
litms, the other is that we have no moral right to impose our-
selves by physical force on a people wiho do mot want ws.™

The fact-is that Kashmir, as the London weekly Ecomnomist
has recently, observed is on longer ruled by India, even though it
is still controlled by it". This state of aflfairs cannot continue -for
long. Facts have to be faced and faced squargly. And the sooner
they are faced the better, India will have to come to the megoti-
ating table to resolve the issue and o solution of the Kashanir
dispute is possible which is outside the frasmnvework of the UN res-
olutions and which does not give o the people the right to de-
cide their future freely. A meaningful and constructive Pakistan-
India dialogue is possible only wihermn:

—India stops forthwith its atrocities in occupied territories
and the Indian troops unr.hd.raw o the barracks ficst, and even-
tually withdraw from the wall

—The real Kashrmniri p:;r].l.u::al leadership is set free and par-
ticipates in the talks;

—The talks find a way for giving the people of Jammmu and
HKashmir an opportunity to decide their political future throwgh
a free plebiscite according o the United Nations resolutions; amd

—The talks focus on UN resolutions and are not mixed ap
with Siachen or other bilateral issucs.

This is the way to peace in Jammu and Kashmir and peace
and prosperity for the subocontinemnt.

The writer, a Senator, is Chairmamn, Institute of Policy
Studies, Islamabad. This article is based on his various
presentations on the Kashmir issue.




