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National policy in the
changed scenario
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Igbal in his letter addressed to
Quaid-i-Azam -«in 1937 wrote:
“After n deep study of Islamic
laws I have reached the conclusion
that if this law is thoroughly com-
prehended and acted upon, at
least the right of everybody to the
livelihood is secured. But the
enforcement of Isl Shariah is
not possible without the establish-
ment of a Muslim state™.

Quaid-i-Azam also had said in
clear terms that the establishment
of Pakistan was not the end in
itself, the real objective was the
enforcement of Islamic ideology.
Not one but as many as 200 state-
ments of Quaidi-Azam, from 1937
to 1948, are on record wherein this
has been stared in unequivocal
terms. In an interview, Sharifuddin
Pirdadr has answered with com-
pelling arguments the observa-
tions and suspicions in this regard
and said unambiguously that
Quaid-i-Azam remained steadfast
to the stand till his last that
Pakistan should be built in the
light of the Islamic principles and
that Pakistan should be an ideal
not only for the Muslim world but
also for the Third World deriving
inspiration from the model of gov-
ernance of Caliph Umar.
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its weakness after the First World
War., Moreover, before his death,
while speaking abourt the efforts
for the establishment of the state
of Israel in Palestine, Mustafa
Kamal said that if this ha

he would wage a war against it
like Salahuddin Ayyubi.
(Interview of Sharifuddin Pirzada,
Impact International, London,
August 1995).
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diplomats are unaware of the
ground realities and unacquainted
with the feelings of the Ummah.
Owing to their lack of touch with
the realivy, they are wasting gold-
en opportunities. Without chang-
ing the direction of the foreign
policy, we cannot hope to get rid
of the new net of global slavery.

We need a clear thinking about
the US. Though the American
global objectves and our national
objectives have never been identi-
cal and in harmony, as US has
always used us for its ends, this
has never been so clear os it is
now. In the hour of trial, the US
invariably undermined our inter-
ests and let us down. There is
therefore, no alternative but to
base our foreign relatdons on new
footing.

The recently published The
American Papers: Secrer and
Confidential — India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh Documents 1965-1973,
compiled by Roedad Khan, should
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eral and democratic ally but
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damentalist and a terrorism-spon-
soring government. Despite all
this, there is no fresh thinking for
being free from the clutches of

on the US.

Now that the circumstances
have changed, we have 1o formu-
Iate the foreign policy realistical-
ly. It should based on self-reliance,
unity of Ummah, of
regional systems, awakening of
thepeople and their mobilization
and collective self-reliance of
Pakistanand the Ummah as
lgainst the Wmern globalization
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It should be very clearly under-
stood that these goals cannot be
hieved with a slavish mentality.
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but this friendship has to be with-
in the framework of its security
and interests.

Unfortunately, our foreign poli-
cy has been to the US and
its interests since long. Our eco-
nomic policy was run in a fashion
that the America's grip tightened
day by day on our as well
as on foreign policy. Time has
come for a fundamental decision.
While confrontation or tension
with any country is to be

Technocrats cannot do it. The
cooperation and experience of

hnocrats is essential for policy-
making, but as two legs are
required for there's need
for having contact w‘lth the people
and to c d their think
clrcumtmccs. trends, feeclings,
wishes, apprehensions and reser-
vadons in addition to the technical
skill and experience.

At every level, the partcipadon
of those persons in policy-making
is essential who are from amongst
the people, who mix with them
and who could gauge the policies’
impact on the public besides influ-
encing policy- maldn; in the light
of their observati

~—The writer is a lormw senator
and the Chairman of the Insticuce of
Policy Studies, Islamabad.




