US tilt towards India and our response

By Prof. Khurshid Ahmad



US President Bill
Clinton’s visit to India
and Pakistan made it
abundantly clear that
whatever was the state
of affairs of Pak-US
relations, Pakistan is
no more a natural ally
of America. Now India
Is its “natural ally”

and “strategic part-
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If Pakistan’s
leadership ignores these
major changes and does
not prepare effective



iu icdiizt; mat mere nas always
been a soft corner for India in
different American
governments. Keeping in view
its geographical location, area,
population, financial resources,
strength of market and its
political influence, this cannot
be regarded unnatural.
However, the way Indian
leadership, right from the days
of Nehru, presented itself as the
champion of socialist system,
enjoying strong ties with Russia
and an active member of non-
aligned movement, kept it at a
distance from America during
the days of the cold war.
The situation changed after end

of cold war.
India gave up the socialist
system (in whatever shape it
was then) and shifted to market
economy and also adopted a
liberal trade policy. Despite its
backing
of -Russia on ccrtain issues, such as
Afghanistan, it gradually jtarted
establishing rela- .ions with America.
By 1995 these links had jissumed a
definite shape ind included economic
coopera- ion, ever-increasing trade,
ligher American investment, :greement
in political matters, efiielling facility to
American lanes during war against
Irag, nd ultimately the commence-

America, prepared a
report

It is high time that
without indulging in
anti-American

emotionalism the nation
conveyed to America
with solemn
determination and due
respect that the doors are
open for friendship and
cooperation but there is
no room for subjugation
and allegiance. If
America enjoys the right
to adopt a policy that
serves its interests better,
so has Pakistan the right
to decide about its stand
keeping in view

and does not prepare effective strategy

to face the new situation, then
it would amount to national
suicide instead of life and
development. President
Clinton has spared no effort in
informing us on American
priorities, concerns, interests
and plans.

The most important
question now is: what should
be Pakistan’s approach in such
circumstances and how it
could face the situation. A sec-
tion talks of elasticity and in
the name of realistic approach
counsels for treading the path
marked by America, albeit
with certain reservations and
some window-dressing. In its
support it refers to
unfavourable  circumstances,
battered economy and the
world situation.

Their advice is Cor _ signing the
CTBT, mitigation in Jihad in
Kashmir, control over religious
academies and

——————— severing relations with
Afghanistan. Track 1
diplomacy is also advocated. This noise

and whisper is

its national

interests. Those who want us to
behave like a weathercock are in
fact pushing us to slavery and
subjugation.

where Clinton was advised to give

restricted to a small section of the people
whereas the majority anxiously awaits a
completely new initiative.



central role to India after the end of
cold war and not to_allow Pak-India
conflict and nuclear issues to stand in
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